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We’re turning over a new leaf
by Margaret Schryver, editor

I’ve kinda changed my mind
Lee Ann Powell has done, and continues to do, a
fantastic job of publicizing First Universalist news
in a timely manner through her weekly “Update”
emails. Thank you Lee Ann! These emails are welldesigned, attractive, and are up-to-the-minute
with current news that First Universalist members
need. I really see no need for The Leaf to repeat
Lee Ann’s efforts after-the-fact. I’ve removed the
list of Sunday speakers and the Upcoming Events
from the front cover since Lee Ann already sends
you this information and by the time you receive
The Leaf, much of it is already past.
I’ve kinda changed my mind as to what purpose
The Leaf can now serve to the congregation of
First Universalist church.

The Leaf becomes relevant in a new way
You may have noticed that I’ve changed the
masthead at the top of this page. Instead of
being “A Newsletter of,” it is now “A Publication
of.” Yes, The Leaf can still contain church news
items, but more for the purpose of providing indepth detail, results/feedback on our activities,
or photos from recent events, rather than for the
purpose of announcing upcoming events.
The Leaf can still be relevant as a communication
tool in a number of ways. The Board can explain
in-depth issues of importance. The Outreach
Committee can communicate project results and
share ideas for future plans. Religious Education
can fill us in on what our youth are learning and
any activities they are part of. “Congregational
News” pages could include items such as births,
health concerns, graduations, jobs, pets, and
obituaries. “Member Profiles” are still a fun way
for us to get to know more about our members,

both new and long-standing. Lloyd Ketring’s
quarterly financial charts are always anticipated by
the congregation, to see how we are doing fiscally
throughout the year.
But the most important way The Leaf remains
relevant (in my view) is to serve as a tool for
sharing with each other from a UU perspective —
our joys, thoughts, concerns, humor, clarifications,
history, and more.
I hope you will enjoy this first issue of The Leaf for
2019. Many of you volunteered your time to supply
articles in exactly the way I envisioned. Perhaps
you were reading my mind, even before this
published editorial! I am so grateful to each of you
for stepping up to the challenge.
		

Sincere wishes for a peaceful 2019,

		Margaret
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ministerial services

New minister search underway
by Mike Ross

Following Rev. Richard Venus’s retirement in
July, the Ministerial Services Committee was
formed to (1) review various alternatives and
recommend appropriate option(s) for providing
ministerial services at First Universalist Church
of New Madison; and (2) to recommend
individual(s) and/or specific resources for
providing ministerial services. The Committee
met during the months of September through
November. The committee developed and
administered a survey of Church members
and attendees. The compiled survey data was
initially shared at a church board meeting and
subsequently informed the committee in its work
to develop recommendations. A special meeting
of the congregation was held on December
30 to present and discuss the survey and the
committee’s recommendations.

Highlights of church survey
What follows are selected survey items and the
most frequent responses.
Which of the following reasons for attending
worship services are important to you?
1. Intellectual stimulation
2. Celebration of common values
3. 2-way tie: Personal reflection/meditation
and being part of religiously liberal space
How important to you are these Sunday worship
service topics?
1. Unitarian Universalism
2. 2-way tie: Humanism and Personal growth/
coping with life
4. Spirituality and spiritual growth
A church’s business is comprised of a variety of
functions. Select three functions below that you
view as the most important.
1. Worship
2. Congregational life/hospitality
3. Administration
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Which of the following possibilities for the future
of our church would be acceptable to you? Please
note that our church currently cannot afford to
pay a minister at UU recommended rates, even
part-time. Check all that apply.
1. Lay-led without minister (13)
2. Hire retired minister (12)
3. Hire fully trained but not fellowshipped/
ordained minister (10)
Which of the following viewpoints comes closest
to your own?* (check no more than two)
1. 3-way tie: Perennialist, Pagan/Earth-centered,
Agnostic (7 each)
4. Religious humanist
5. Secular humanist
*Christian: 1

Ministerial Services Committee’s
original recommendations
1. Hire a quarter-time minister
2. Strive to compensate minister at recommended
UUA salary scale
3. Minister preaches at least one Sunday per month
4. Minister works to build Church infrastructure,
communications, and “cohesiveness”
5. Minister works to increase Church attendance
and to grow membership
6. Pastoral care not expected of new minister;
continue lay-led efforts
7. Begin search and interview process by mid- to
late January
8. Utilize a “generalized” job description to
broaden pool of applicants
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Discussion at congregational meeting

Next steps — a timeline

Twenty people attended a special meeting of
the congregation on December 30, 2018, to
hear and discuss congregational survey results
as well as the committee’s recommendations.
Initial points of feedback and discussion focused
on the Church’s ability to fund a quarter-time
minister. Lloyd Ketring, Church treasurer, reviewed
budget and expenditures for the former minister
and provided estimates for a quarter-time
minister. Additional discussion points covered
the willingness of Church members to serve
as guest speakers (for three Sundays each
month), expenditures for guest speakers, and
the potential need for Church fundraising
activities. Subsequent discussion focused
on the need and qualifications for pastoral
counseling and support. Some questioned
the committee’s recommendation that a
new minister not be expected to provide
pastoral care, but rather focus their
quarter-time efforts on Church
development, strengthening
communications, and sermons.
They suggested that some
reference to pastoral care/
counseling be inserted into the job
description. It was agreed that the
job be modified accordingly. (See
revised job description below.)

January 16 – January 25
Posting of Quarter-Time Minister Position
January 31 – February 8
Interview of Selected Applicants
February 24 – March 24
Guest Speaking/Meet the Congregation —
Potential Candidates
March 25 – April 7
Selection and Meeting of Congregation

job description for posting
First Universalist Church of New Madison, Ohio,
invites applications for a one-quarter time
minister position. Our small rural church looks
for intellectual vitality, organizational talent,
spiritual presence and resilience. Preference
will be given to ordained ministers with an
affinity for Unitarian Universalism. We will also
consider candidates in ministerial training.
The church seeks a leader and guide to build
sustainable church systems and institutions.
Duties will include preaching and leading
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worship once per month. The minister will guide
efforts of a lay pastoral care team, with limited
direct pastoral care duties as he/she sees fit. The
position will require approximately 40 hours per
month. We welcome the opportunity to explore
possibilities with you.
Expressions of interest may be addressed to:
Mike Ross, President of the Board of Directors,
UUNewMadison@gmail.com. Application
deadline is January 30, 2019.
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guest column

UU life — what do we tell our kids?
by Marti Thompson

As many of you know (because I’ve probably
said it way too many times), I’ve been a Unitarian
Universalist for 35+ years. I joined Second
Unitarian Church in Omaha, Nebraska in October
1982, and my son Alex attended Sunday school
there throughout his childhood.
One of the things a number of us from church did
on an annual basis was attend the truly wonderful
Martin Luther King service hosted by one of
the several large African American churches on
Omaha’s Near North Side. The location for this
event rotated among five or six churches, and the
highlight was an incredible interdenominational
gospel choir that would pin your shoulders
back against your pew when they reached a
crescendo. I haven’t experienced anything like it
since leaving Omaha, although I keep searching.
One year, probably in the late 1980s, when Alex
was about eight or nine, we went with several
friends. We had made arrangements to meet up
afterwards for coffee. I arrived right before the
service was scheduled to begin, and couldn’t sit
with the other UUs. A beautiful African American
woman who appeared to be about 60 smiled
warmly and gestured for us to come sit by her. She
was simply stunning in her impeccably tailored
cherry red suit with matching broad-brimmed hat.
The speaker was a famous minister from the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference who
had come from Atlanta to speak to us, and
a powerful preacher he was, a master of the
cadences of the black worship. Frequently, hands
were raised heavenward as voices called out,
“Amen. I hear you.” And then, of course, there
was the choir. Oh, that choir.
Toward the end of the service, the congregation
joined the choir in singing “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” the Black National Anthem. I was moved to
tears, as was Alex. His Sunday school class had
studied the significance of this song, and he sang
out loud and strong.
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As the minister called for everyone to exchange
a sign of peace with those around them, I was
floating on warm feelings of love and goodwill,
grateful for the warm welcome the community
extended each year. Perhaps this was why I
wasn’t paying much attention to what
happened next.
The final part of the service each year involved a
minister inviting anyone who felt moved to come
forward and personally accept Jesus as their
savior in front of the entire congregation. As I
later found out, no one had ever come forward.
Until now. Alex looked at me, his eyes brimming
with tears, overcome with emotion himself, and
announced, “I’m going down, Mom.”
I had attended UU parent sessions during which
we had discussed how to handle it if one of our
children should express an interest in a different
religion, perhaps even a more traditional religion.
And with the certainty of my own youth, I had
declared that I would let them satisfy their own
curiosity even if I was uncomfortable. I hadn’t
quite envisioned the annual MLK service as the
place where the rubber would hit the road, but I
nodded my assent, and down the aisle he went.
The minister was clearly delighted, and prayed
over Alex, calling down blessings, telling him he
had the opportunity to be a “new Moses.” Back in
my pew, I maintained my own composure. Next,
the minister asked, “Son, do you have a church
home?”
“No,” came the answer.
“Uh-uh-uh, isn’t that a shame…” This was from the
elegant woman sitting next to me. I avoided her
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gaze until Alex returned, at which time I hustled us
out of there as fast as I could.
When we arrived at Village Inn for coffee with
the other UUs, a friend called out, “Oh, look.
It’s Marti and the new Moses.” There was a
fair amount of good natured ribbing, and a
lot of encouragement for Alex. At a certain
point, I asked, “Alex, the only thing I don’t
understand is when he asked you if you had
a church home, why did you say no?”
“Well, Mom,” he said in all sincerity, “given
where we were, I thought that was better
than saying I was a Unitarian.”
Alex soon reverted to being a proud UU (which
he remains to this day), and the night he went
down to the altar to be saved has become merely
a treasured family story. But at its core it says
something about the difficulty of raising UU children.
We expect our children to accept something very
abstract — our lack of dogma, a religion based
on principles and self-direction — in place of the
very concrete beliefs and commandments their
classmates can recite while we, as adults, sometimes
have a hard time articulating the essence of UUism
to someone steeped in a more traditional religious
outlook. Maybe we could each use our own personal
elevator speech.
Here’s mine:

Marti’s elevator speech
I am a UU because as an atheist I am not asked
to affirm any beliefs I am unable to embrace.
I have found a place that has supported my
growth, and has encouraged me to become a
better, more loving, more compassionate human
being. Most of what I am today (having grown up
as a foster child who wasn’t blessed with good
role models) I owe to the wonderful men and
women I have known through my association
with Unitarianism. For me, it is about living
ethically in the world, and developing an everdeepening understanding of the Seven Principles
that are the center of Unitarianism.
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“when [the minister from
the southern christian
leadership conference]
asked you if you had a
church home, why did
you say no?
“well, mom, given where
we were, i thought that
was better than saying
i was a unitarian.”
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guest column

Beyond the eye of the storm
by Wells Emerson Behee

This past fall, Hurricane Michael caused an enormous amount of damage in the Gulf region
and Florida panhandle. In the aftermath, our own Emerson Behee was there at ground zero
to help coordinate and carry out relief efforts. Here he shares the story of the obstacles and
frustrations he faced, and his commitment to overcome them. He helped provide justice to
the demographics that FEMA and American Red Cross would have overlooked.

Emerson worked in
this hard-hit area of
the Florida panhandle.

Hurricane Michael strikes
On October 10, 2018 Hurricane Michael made
landfall just West of Mexico City. This storm
was a high-end category 4 hurricane. Hurricane
force winds persisted for 37 minutes. The last
JAN/FEB 2019 |

official aerometer that measured the wind speed
near the coast failed to operate at 155 mph. A
category 5 storm is 157 mph. The high damage
from this storm was a result of the long duration
of hurricane force winds.

The Leaf

| page 6

Deployed by
American Red Cross
The American Red Cross
was one of many relief
organizations pre-staged to
provide emergency aid to
those caught in the storm.
Typically, the American
Red Cross establishes what
they call “Mass Care” in the
storm affected area. This
storm resulted in opening
shelters and feeding the
residents. Most of the
food was prepared in
Bay County (where I was
assigned) by the Southern
Baptists and distributed
by the American Red
Cross. The Red Cross fed
not only in shelters but
took the food out to the
housing areas damaged
by the storm.

[TOP] After the storm the American flag, torn and tattered, was left in the tree. The flag
was replaced. The generator light set (lower center with big taillights) was placed for
nighttime illumination. Flags lined the streets of the village. Seeing this and seeing all
the support our nation’s people were providing, I teared up every time I passed. Francis
Scott Key wrote, “And our flag was still there.”
[BOTTOM] On this street many shelter residents’ homes were located. These homes
were travel trailers. Fallen limbs penetrated the campers, trapping the residents during
the 37 minute storm. Trapped inside a camper with a tree in your living room, still
moving — I can’t imagine.

My role in the Red Cross
is classified as Recovery.
Recovery begins when
residents start to transition
back to their homes or
finding new housing. I
was deployed to Florida
as a Disaster Client
Casework Supervisor. My
initial assignment was a
shelter located outside of
Wewahitchka Florida. Client
caseworkers’ initial task was to interview each
family in the shelter and report the needs of the
families to the Red Cross Headquarters for this
operation. The Client Casework Manager over all
the shelters in Bay County was redeployed to the
California wildfires. Because of my credentials
and demonstrated leadership skills, I was
promoted to the Manager position.
A new program being developed was implemented
in the Red Cross shelters. This program
brought all the members of each agency aiding
JAN/FEB 2019 |

assistance to interview shelter clients as a team
versus separate interviews. The combined
interviews resulted in less stress and better
customer service from all the agencies to the clients.
I accept a personal mission on my own,
in conflict with fema and red cross

For one of my shelters, the average education
level of the clients was less than a high school
diploma. It was identified by FEMA (Federal
Emergency Management Agency) historically as
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[TOP] This church has pitched a tent to continue services. The roof on the other side
of the building is gone.
[BOTTOM] I love humor. The white under the writing visible in the garage door is the
ceiling. The rear of this house was stripped down to the 2x4 studs. Just like the front
of the house under and right of the window.

“Bye for now”

a demographic that does not have the needed
resources to complete the prerequisites for
FEMA assistance.
At this point I had a new mission. To level the
playing field with those who lived on the Gulf
Coast. This mission was a personal mission that
was not consistent with services provided by the
American Red Cross. But because of my position
I had the flexibility and time to make it happen.
Two additional major obstacles of communication
outages and lack of transportation hampered the
recovery of these shelter residents. The obstacles
pre-existed the storm and were only amplified
by the storm.
Additionally, the major employment of the area
for this demographic is the harvesting of timber.
In the region, over 100 square miles of forest
JAN/FEB 2019 |

were devastated. Trees
that remained standing
were no longer usable
for timber because of
internal damage to the
trees from extreme flexing
resulting from high winds.
A new industry will have
to be introduced in the
forest area, for it takes
over forty years to grow
a pine tree suitable for
timber. Until this happens
there is no employer.
Many businesses will not
reopen due to damage
and the lack of employed
customers in the region.

Many of the residents’
homes were old travel
trailers acquired without
a bill of sale. In order to
receive FEMA assistance,
ownership of the trailers
had to be proven. I
approached the City
Manager who agreed to
sign documentation of
ownership since under
local authority, in order to have city utilities
connected, ownership had to be proven. In these
cases, the City Manager knew all parties involved
and I witnessed the handshakes in his presence. I
authored the needed documentation and had the
City Manager have them notarized.
Initially the FEMA caseworkers denied that these
were homes until I explained that the difference
between a mobile home and a travel trailer was
the size of the truck it takes to move it. The
important issue is these trailers were the people’s
homes. Assistance was still denied due to the
trailers being considered outbuilding on a lot
where the permanent house was given assistance.
Considering that FEMA was providing assistance
to mobile homes in trailer parks, I had to ask,
“What is the difference between trailer parks and
multiple campers paying rent on a property?” The

The Leaf

| page 8

reply was trailer parks have lot numbers. By the
end of the day the travel trailers had lot numbers
after visiting local government and land owners.
FEMA assistance was approved.
example: one family’s plight

What was needed for one family to return home
was to have the well repaired. Other organizations
did not seem to understand the importance
of a well. Being from the big cities, a well was
something for Jack and Jill to fetch a pail of
water from. I educated the caseworkers that each
property’s well served as the municipal water
supply for that property. The well makes the
water come out of the faucet.
The well property had another issue. Contractors
left the low-income area to repair the damage
done to the more coastal properties. Cash
assistance could not be provided unless a viable
plan was established that would give the families
a roof to return to. The client’s well plumbing
was above ground and exposed to the storm.
I worked with him and drew up a diagram how
the components of a well worked and how they
were connected. With this the client felt he could
do the repairs himself. But to give him assistance
he needed an estimate. I went to his house and
made a parts list. I went to the hardware store
(without a roof or back wall) and received a price
list. I was then able to provide monetary assistance.

Red Cross. The clients had no communication or
transportation. The nearest ATM was over 30 miles
away. Locally without internet, all transactions had
to be cash. A restriction I had was that assistance
could not be provided without an effective plan.
Giving the clients a debit card without a way to
use it is not an effective plan. I arranged with
the local government to transport the shelter
residents to the ATM and return daily. This gave
them an effective plan.
By the end of my two-week deployment not only
did the clients have a viable recovery plan and left
the shelters but had received all qualified assistance
from each agency. The end result was to give this
demographic the resources they needed.
We are working our way home. Curfews were in effect.
We all had morning flights. In order to make our flight we
had to depart the evening prior. As you can see we had
deluxe accommodations. American Red Cross volunteers
get to sleep in the same accommodations provided to
those we are here to assist.

Assistance from all the agencies was given
electronically. Internet connectivity to the
shelters was by satellite link maintained by the

The day before I left I had some time. Here I find peace. Brought to us by the same Ocean.
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congregational news
Annual Christmas Party

Thank you to Lee Ann Powell

The Church’s annual Christmas
party was held on December 3.
A delicious carry-in meal was
followed by our traditional
party activities. The “gift and
grab” exchange took place
with favorite gifts passing
several times among
those in attendance
according to pre-drawn
numbers, luck of the draw, “a fun form
of greed,” and perseverance! Lively rounds of
bingo enabled numerous winners to choose their
winning prizes as procured by shopping mavens
Roberta Feltman and Dede Wissman. So what
made this year’s party truly enjoyable with a good
time for all? Kids! The children in attendance
helped with passing out gifts and bingo supplies,
and Jacob Phillips did an excellent job in calling
the numbers. We put the kids
back in Christmas at First
Universalist this year! And we
ALL had a good time!

“Doers” are essential for an active and vibrant
Church. One of those dependable doers for
First Universalist Church is Lee Ann Powell. For
the past few years, Lee Ann has sought and
scheduled speakers for Sunday services—no
easy task! Arranging for a variety of topics,
speaker backgrounds and credentials, seasons,
themes, calendar dates and a myriad of other
details is no easy task. In addition, Lee Ann either
served as worship leader for many services or
arranged for other Church members to serve in
that capacity. A “gentle thoughtfulness” is always
reflected in Lee Ann’s readings, narration and
interaction with worshippers. And in addition
to coordinating worship services, Lee Ann also
served as Church secretary for the past two
years, recording and producing monthly Church
Board meeting minutes . Lee Ann Is stepping
down from these
positions on February
1. Thank you, Lee Ann,
for serving us so well
at First Universalist
Church.

by Mike Ross

by Mike Ross

a letter from gordon patty
		

Hello, All.

for 7 dogs, 13 cats, iguanas and anything else
I plan to go south again to Costa Rica on
that wants to come in.
February 28 for a month. A former park ranger
wants to go with me.
• Monkeys I saw run into a hawk’s nest, and
then tried to hide from the hawks that
Since I wrote my book, Without Borders, I’ve
attacked them.
seen some additional interesting things down
• A submarine made in Colombia full of drugs
there during my travels, such as:
that was intercepted off the coast.
• A cinder drop from the volcano.
• An English group that said they walked under
• An earthquake (6.5+)
a group of monkeys who threw things at
• A poisonous snake I had to watch for two
them. I told them not to feel bad — monkeys
days.
throw things at people from any country, not
• An Indian house I was invited into. The
just England.
occupants said they leave the doors open
			Yours truly, Gordon
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This past Christmas Eve service was
planned by members of The Pagan Group,
which if you think about it, is an interesting
choice! Beautiful readings combined with
beautiful music, both Pagan and Christian,
resulted in a service that pleased all who
attended. Angela Powell-Ramirez,
accompanied by Leah and AJ
Murphy on guitars and Jacob
on djembe (drum), performed
a song whose lyrics help us all
think about our common
ground while respecting
our differences. Here are
the lyrics to that song:

what is the pagan group?
The Pagan Group is made up of members
from both inside and outside the
congregation of First Universalist Church.
We practice Earth centered spirituality.
Members are from different Pagan
backgrounds. We meet several times
a month for rituals. Rituals usually are
centered around the moon phases and the
eight Sabbats that make up the Wheel of
the Year. We are a very open and friendly
group who invite all to participate whether
one identifies as Pagan or otherwise.
Organizers of the group are A.J. Murphy,
Leah Murphy, Joel Tishken, Lee Ann Powell,
and Angela Powell-Ramirez.
by Angela Powell-Ramirez

The Christians and the
Pagans by Dar Williams
Amber called her uncle, said “we’re up here for
the holiday.” Jane and I were having Solstice,
now we need a place to stay.

“But we love trees, we love the snow, the friends
we have, the world we share, and you find magic
from your God, and we find magic everywhere.”

And her Christ-loving uncle watched his wife
hang Mary on a tree. He watched his son hang
candy canes all made with red dye #3.

(chorus)

He told his niece, It’s Christmas Eve, I know our
life is not your style. She said, Christmas is like
Solstice and we miss you, and it’s been a while.
(chorus) So the Christians and the Pagans sat
together at the table. Finding faith and common
ground the best that they were able.
And just before the meal was served, hands were
held and prayers were said, sending hope for
peace on Earth to all their Gods and Goddesses.
The food was great, the tree plugged in, the
meal had gone without a hitch. Till Timmy turned
to Amber and said, “Is it true that you’re a witch?”
His mom jumped up and said the pies are
burning! And she hit the kitchen. And it was Jane
who spoke. She said, “It’s true, your cousin’s not
a Christian.”
JAN/FEB 2019 |

And where does magic come from, I think magic’s
in the learning cause now when Christians sit with
Pagans only pumpkin pies are burning.
When Amber tried to do the dishes, her aunt said,
“really, no, don’t bother.” Amber’s uncle saw how
Amber looked like Tim and like her father.
He thought about his brother and how they hadn’t
spoken in a year. He thought he’d call him up and
say, “It’s Christmas and your daughter’s here!”
He thought of fathers, sons and brothers, saw
his own son tug his sleeve saying, “Can I be a
Pagan?” Dad said, “We’ll discuss it when they
leave.”
(chorus)
Lighting trees in darkness, learning new ways
from the old, making sense of history, and
drawing warmth out of the cold.
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congregational news

New Service Coordinator
begins on February 1st
by Marti Thompson

As many of you know, I have agreed to assume
responsibility for lining up speakers for First
Universalist Church beginning in February. I know
I will have big shoes to fill, given the wonderful
job Lee Ann Powell has done in this role, and right
now March is a big blank page in my calendar (Lee
Ann already scheduled most of February).
The results of our recent
congregational survey show
that what our members most
want to hear about are UUism,
Humanism and personal growth.
I am committed to finding
services and speakers that are in
keeping with the congregation’s
wishes.

a minister, and was lay-led for more than a
decade. While there are, of course, challenges in
this path, there are also many positives. It can be
fun, rewarding, and an opportunity to discover
new talents and abilities within the congregation.

Maybe you’ve been on a fascinating trip, or
gone through a major life-change
(retirement, new job, move). Maybe
it has been
you have a talent to share (music,
suggested
storytelling, writing). Maybe you’re
to fill more
[sundays] with
involved in a wonderful service
services planned organization (no-kill shelter, literacy
and delivered
program, protecting the watershed).
by members...
Maybe you’ve read a book or found a
so, I will need
new movement that has changed your
your help and
outlook in some important way (local
support in the
upcoming weeks
food, minimalism, frugal living).

It has also been suggested that
and months to
If 15 to 20 minutes seems a bit too
it would be nice (and more
accomplish this.
long for you, how about being one of
economical) to fill more of those
three or four participants in a service
calendar pages with services
focusing on famous UUs or telling us about
planned and delivered by members and fewer by
someone you’ve known personally that has had
outside speakers. So, I will need your help and
a lasting influence on you. Tell us how you chose
support in the upcoming weeks and months to
your profession or read us a passage from a book
accomplish this.
that has been very important in your life. Maybe
Many moons ago I was a member of a small
you’re an artist, artisan or craftsman — tell us
congregation in Nebraska that found itself without
about that, and how it has shaped your life.
UUs are, hands down, the most interesting and
accomplished people I’ve met. I’ve already had
conversations with so many of you that confirm
this. It will probably turn out that my challenge as
Service Coordinator won’t be a scarcity of ideas
for services but rather so many great ideas that we
won’t be able to fit them all into our church year.
I am very excited about this new challenge; let’s
have fun with this as we learn and grow together.
I’d love to hear your ideas:
MLThompson501@gmail.com or 309-573-5689.
JAN/FEB 2019 |
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outreach

Get involved!
by AJ Murphy

Whether you want to quietly meditate for a
better world, or get your tools out and build
something, there’s something for everyone
in our upcoming Outreach projects!

• wood (donations of
• safety glasses
   any kind accepted)
• shingles/nails
• hardware ( hinges,
• paint
handles, window clips, L brackets)
Could someone lend out drills, post hole
digger, circular
saw, and
hammers?

Painting Meditation
Friday, February 15, 8:00 pm

Join us for our first Painting Meditation. It’s
Valentine’s weekend, so we are working with a
love/loving kindness/heart chakra theme. This
will include but is not limited to a loving/kindness
meditation, heart chakra opening poses, guided
imagery, activities and of course painting!
Cost to attend: Donations to First Universalist
Church of New Madison.
We are looking for donations of the following:
• paint (any kind)
• brushes (any shape or size)
• table covers
• yoga mats/blocks

Little Free Library
sunday, March 24, after service

Gain the joy and satisfaction of knowing that
you’re helping to make books available in
neighborhoods that need them by building “Take
a Book - Share a Book” stations , sponsored
by the non-profit “Little Free Library.” We are
actually going to build/decorate these! We will
also be requesting monetary donations to reduce
the cost ($40) of registering them. You can get
lots of information at littlefreelibrary.org .
Cost to attend: Donations to First Universalist
Church of New Madison
Possible donated items:
• flyers
• money
• plexiglass
• work gloves

JAN/FEB 2019 |

Kids Community Cause
Kids Community Cause, our youth RE project,
will be providing a receptacle near the entrance
of the church for aluminum cans to recycle for a
local animal shelter. They will also be collecting
dog food, cat food, litter and cleaning supplies.

Graphic Designers needed
If there are any talented individuals out there
willing to create flyers for outreach that would
be greatly appreciated. These can be very
simple. The idea is to get the word out to local
libraries, laundry mats, local shops, etc. that we
are here! Please let AJ Murphy know if you are
interested in volunteering. Thanks.

donation results: thanks!

$665
Candlelight Service..........$123
Heifer International..........$435
Christmas offering...........
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financial update

Financial report as of December 2018
by Lloyd Ketring

	YEAR TO DATE	
Income:

ACTUAL	BUDGET	VARIANCE	LAST YEAR	change

Pledges

13,360.00

12,975.00

385.00

14,460.00

(1,100.00)

1,149.72

-

1,149.72

-

1,149.72

Plate

2,645.00

2,356.00

289.00

2,527.00

118.00

Memorial Fund

5,000.00

-

5,000.00

-

5,000.00

Building & Property Fund

175.00

150.00

25.00

50.00

125.00

Outreach & Parish Care Fund

375.62

-

375.62

-

375.62

-

-

-

-

-

Christmas Offering

665.00

1,627.00

(962.00)

840.00

(175.00)

Candlelight Service

123.00

158.00

(35.00)

280.00

(157.00)

5.05

-

5.05

3.61

1.44

Miscellaneous

837.00

-

837.00

384.21

452.79

Total Income

24,335.39

17,266.00

7,069.39

18,544.82

5,790.57

Minister Salary

1,011.57

4,938.00

(3,926.43)

4,937.12

(3,925.55)

Social Security

204.08

306.00

(101.92)

306.12

(102.04)

47.94

72.00

(24.06)

72.02

(24.08)

420.77

2,526.00

(2,105.23)

2,524.62

(2,103.85)

3,450.00

1,600.00

1,850.00

1,050.00

2,400.00

Electric & Gas

942.88

873.00

69.88

821.42

121.46

Water, Sewer & Refuse

525.00

525.00

-

523.00

2.00

-

-

-

-

-

879.00

879.00

-

879.00

-

168.32

127.00

41.32

89.15

79.17

43.31

105.00

(61.69)

24.50

18.81

UUA Dues

375.00

375.00

-

-

375.00

Mid-America Region Dues

468.00

468.00

-

400.00

68.00

-

448.00

(448.00)

173.73

(173.73)

150.00

-

150.00

-

150.00

Publicity & Advertising

-

-

-

-

-

Outreach & Parish Care

95.72

-

95.72

-

95.72

Miscellaneous

1,124.45

150.00

974.45

475.00

649.45

Total Expense

9,906.04

13,392.00

(3,485.96)

12,275.68

(2,369.64)

Increase (Decrease) in Cash

14,429.35

3,874.00

10,555.35

6,269.14

8,160.21

-

-

-

-

-

Mutual Fund Market Price Fluctuation

(849.86)

-

(849.86)

380.40

(1,230.26)

Increase (Decrease) in Fund Balances

13,579.49

3,874.00

9,705.49

6,649.54

6,929.95

In-Kind Exchange

Easter Offering

Interest

Expenses:

Medicare
Minister Professional Expense
Guest Speakers

Telephone
Insurance
Office Expense
Leaf Expense

Repairs & Supplies
Lay Conference Expense

Mutual Fund Dividends & Distributions
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the lighter side

A Unitarian Universalist Responsive
Reading
by Mohan Embar, 2001

You don’t like Responsive Readings.
We don’t like Responsive Readings.
Responsive Readings run contrary to everything
you believe in as a Unitarian Universalist, because
instead of formulating your own thoughts and
opinions in your own unique way, you simply
repeat words that I have chosen for you.
Like a store-bought greeting card, Responsive
Readings sap us of the ability to choose the
words and expressions that we ourselves
would have chosen.
Look! I can make you moo like a cow.
Moo!

Or bleat like a sheep!
Baa!
Repeat after me: I will never, ever, mindlessly
repeat words that someone else has chosen for me.
I will never, ever, mindlessly repeat words that
someone else has chosen for me.
And I will always take charge of my thoughts by
formulating them in my own unique way.
And I will always take charge of my thoughts
by formulating them in my own unique way.

More Paraprosdokians
submitted by Roberta Feltman

Women will never be equal to men
until they can walk down the street
with a bald head and a beer gut,
and still think they look sexy.

I’m supposed
to respect my
elders, but it’s
getting harder
and harder
for me to find
one now.
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*

I used to be
indecisive.
Now I’m not
so sure.
Change is
inevitable,
except from
a vending
machine.

“Paraprosdokians”
are figures of speech
in which the latter
part of a sentence
is unexpected.

Going to church
doesn’t make you a
Christian any more than
standing in your garage
makes you a car.

Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be.
Nor is there any future in it.
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Birthdays
january
2 Steve Moeckel
8 Maureen Wissman
9 Chelsea Lucas
9 Cecil Beers
10 Lisa Feltman Spring
15 Lyle Baker
15 Lee Ann Powell
16 Jeffrey Feltman
18 Roger Cassity
19 Derek Lucas
26 Lyn Baker

february
12 Claire Brooks Williams
13 Harvey Ketring
15 Bonnie Behee
15 Margaret Buccicone
19 Joel Tishken
20 Dolly Lewis
24 Dan Lucas
27 Kevin Behee

Anniversaries
january
4 Steve &
Marian
Moeckel

UU church telephone tree
This telephone tree will be
used to inform church
membership in the
event of urgent needs,
closing due to inclement
weather, joy or concerns
announcements, or any
other occasion. This tree will be activated
by the “Closing Committee” or the
“Caring Circle Committee.” All members
will receive an email message informing
them of the news. Those members not
having email access will be contacted by
telephone by their designated caller. In the
event of short notice, (e.g. Church closing
due to inclement weather) the appropriate
committee will initiate the telephone tree,
and all regularly attending members will be
contacted by telephone.

First Universalist Church of New Madison
331 East Washington Street
P.O. Box 315
New Madison, Ohio 45346

celebrations

